Dear Harold, ' 

Glad to get your comments.' I respect and appreciate your judgment 
0 n these matters. On several facts, however, I apparently expressed , 
myself badly if not inaccurately. 1 do not think your judgment and mine 
differ too widely on the central points at issue. As far as characteri- 
zation of Arbenz as left-wing, I: merely used the terminology as short • 
hand to convey political attitudes — a dangerous practice that tends 
toward oversimplication, if not damage to the subject under discussion. 

I should have qualified this characterization as saying "left wing" 
by the standards of the Dulles-Nixon-McCarthy philosophy that prevailed 
at that time. „ 

I think dates are important things to remember here. Policy zig- 
zagged. What might be contrary to CIA policy in 1963 might not have 
been standard policy in 1959-1962. I realize that the CIA — and certainly 
not the FBI, 'as I know from personal experience — did not encourage’JCastro 
movement during the ^atista reign. I was working on newspapers in 
Texas, and I am f ami liar with the many crackdowns on neutrality violators 
during the 1956-1959 period. I covered one incident which involved a 
shoot-out in the Bay of. Corpus Christ! where gun runners dropped a 
whole cargo of weapons rather than a’.low the Coast Guard to seize them. 
Also, the FBI cracl§$3wn(p hard in the SanAntonio, J -'l Paso area 
where shipments wer% moving from Chicago, St. Louis to the 
Mexican border.. 

But as you may recall, I stdted that Y was Gen. C’s one-man 
pipeline into the Castro organization in Mexico. He-needed that 
pipeline' to'Tcfibw w'Hat'Mwas up to, and JY was a natural: experienced 
commando fighter, expert on weapons and explosives, and furthermore, 
a commercial pilot. I believe it significant that all bf Y ' s schemes 
succeeded (documented .by Moore's book, corroborated by The - Miami-Herahd 
despit e~the fact that he used ' such means that were hardl y conduci ve to 
sue cess . ( poront of clarification: I mean, the three successful delive^F^of 
firearms and explosives from U.S. to Mexico.) 

You mentioned the San Francisco incident. I didn^t want to get 
into that because it is very complicated. Tjie Miami -Herald had a very 
interesting story about a hearing before a Miami federal commissioner 
who refused to allow'! the FBI to return Y to San Francisco on a charge 
of violating FCC statutes because Y's lawyer used a clever ruse to 
prove Y could not have been on the high seas in the Pacific (SF got 
jurisdiction because that was where the nearest. federal judicial 
district and nearest U.S. port,) where the alleged swindle scheme 
occurred and in Miami at the same time. His presence in Miami was 
established because of the alleged kidnap attempt of Masferrer. 

Disposition of that case — according to rap sheet provided both, 
by the Miami inter ligence squad and B u d Fensterwald — is not shown. 
Furthermore, the ari est by FBI agents prior to the hearing before 
the federal commissioner is not shown either. 

I believe either you! or Bud j explained to me that it is a habit 
of the CIA to load the police .records of their undercover agents with 
enough bizarre charges so that when the agent outlives his usefulness, 
there will be enough evidence to discredit the agent in the eyes of 
the public. There is a difference, however, between the records of . 
say, Lee Harvey Oswald, and JY. Oswald's record was loaded with such 
'incidents as AWOL, illegal possession of a pistol, and the street 
scene in Lew Orleans — all without any pr e^- public ityttheat" were no£ __ ^ 

sensational or newsovrthy. YBut in Youngblood s case, 
many of the charges that have been aired against him in the press, 
are not reflected in his official police record. For instance:. 

(1) Illegal departure from U.S. , or illegal entry .into Brazil — not 
reflected. Miami Herald has several stories, quoting stare 
department officials, Miami intelligence officials, and 
a Brazilian legate^ in Miami. 

(2) FCC violation — swindle on the high seas, etc, etc... 

The Kasferfer kidnap attempt, however, is reflected by the record. 
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One point you made I might differ with you. You said: " 1 f the 
FBI read Youngblood's book, they would have known where to. find the 
real Youngblood...." 

First, as you — -and Bud--m.ake very clear on several occassions, 
the FBI is not always as efficient and systematic as its unreal 
mythology lead many people to think. Remember the feed-back of misin- 
formation that prodded the FBI to convert Charlie Stephens from a 
| ft" v*^ r ’ un ^ cen derelict to a reliable, ; material witness, This was not a 
^Je-^preirredelfted attempt by the FBI to subovttf/per jury, but a result of the 
careless, fragmented operation that seems to accompany assassination 
investigations. ' .. 

Let's take the "if". .. .remember, Nancy Perrin rt ich told her 
story shortly after the Kennedy assassination. . .the FBI was in a 
hurry to prove there was no conspiracy as reflected by the statement 
made by Hoover less than three days after the assassination. . ."there 
is no evidence that Oswald acted in concert with others..." 

There are probably>lMBBhw^^df not thousands of Youngbloods 
•* in , the FBI - file, in - fact , - -there is ar Jack Youngblood who has been a 
, v fugitive from Nashville state prison since 1953 after he killed another 
. . inmafee and escaped. Obviously, this is not our JY. 



\ ■ j-ii, one r-ui,u.ie, in -lacv, - cnere is a uacK xoungDxooa wno nas peen a 

. % , <? fugitive from Nashville state prison since 1953 after he killed another 

gv . inmafee and escaped . Obviously , this is not our JY. . 

V From my experience in covering both the Kennedy and King- 

i ' v assassinations, I noticed how fragmented the FBI investigations are. 

0 A For example, the Memphis office gathered local evidence in a vacuum 
/ ' v — not knowing what other FBI offices were digging up elsewhere. Their 

were sent to 'Washington, where some mastermind there pieced it 
^ — retail together and made deductions. 

5T ^ The FBI in the Dallas office may not have known of the existence 

^ "5 of the gun running Youngblood of 1957-1959. Also, if my suspicion is 

v> q correct — namely, JY was an undercover for CIA — then would it be 

— C? - difficult to as' nme that the CIA had been successful in expunging 

, all references to Cuba or South America from JY's FBI record. As you 
Cv 1 ^ can see hy looking at Bud's copy of JY rap sheet. . .there is only one 

■ __ r ^ item that suggests a Cuban connection, and that was the conspiracy. 

. o —B ' t0 Kidnap, and Bud got that from Miami police' the -same "Way - Agot 

S A ^ vi mine. This does not mean that the FBI's record /‘feflects this incident. 

^ A ole FB^may^have che ck^^Sfi^ir^ 

£7 /story. without having requested any information from their Washington/ 

* * % \ffica, ab.out a Youngblood with Cuban connection. 
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After ali,7Bud~~and T fell into a similar trap. Through Bud's 
Pallas researcher, we checked every Youngblood who lived in NalKu*. 
for 15 years, without ever having locating our JY. . t 

, You know more about the Boxley-^arr ison connection with Youngblood, 

Iso please enlighten me on it. 

Now, we get to the kidnapping scheme. The gimmick of getting 
two bona fid^cops to arrest Mas-ferrer and deliver him to the airport 
where Youngblood would fly him to Cuba ,&hx has a certain ingenious — if 
-not,.ingen,n.(mg— beaut y to it. JY could later contend — if he got caught — 
that he had no| knowledge of a kidnapping scheme. He is only a pilot — 
not a. lawyer — and- as far, as he understood the situation he was merely 
flying back to Cuba someone who had been extradited. NOTE THIS WAS IN 
APRIL, 1959. The U.S . still had diplomat.! c pel ■ahiaa s-' ujth— C ub a . Castro 
had just completed a good will tour in the UlS. Alth ugh David Lawrence 
and some right wing critics had already started their propaganda war 
to disci edit Castro, a neutrality — if not a slight edge in his favor — 
prevailed in public opinion polls. 

Remember, this is a matter of record. Two Miami Springs policemen 
were named, arrested, and Indicted. They were suspended while under 
charges, and they were never reinstated". Also, at least five other 
kidnapping attempts against Masferrer were aborted from 1959 to 1961, 
one involving a Dade County deputy sheriff, and one other involving a 
Miami beach detective. - 

- (more ) 




page 3 



JY meets $(BBJMM®fcMasferrer in a Miami bar ■ after the kidnap attempt 
fizzled. A put-on dispute emerges. Mow, Moore may be no. Ernest 

Hemmingway, but he is capable of writing better dialogue than this 
staged spat between JY and Masferrer. 



f you still have Moore's book on JY, read toward the end. 



H ere, it was necessary t6 hide JY's connection with the CIA 
by conveying to the reader that JY joined up with Castro originally 
because he detested the Batista regime and the likes of ^1 x igre. ' 

T he question I .am raising is: ■ Was Jy ever pro-Castro in the first 
place? 

Then, the question of Moore's book and the effect on JY's 
usefulness. At first glance, I would tend to agree with you. But 
then ask yourself this question: what kind of image does the book 
project of JY? Soldi er-of-fortune, an ingenious and resourceful man, 
tough, and a man who .would do anything for money? What better advertise- 
ment could produce an undercover agent — one whom the officials in the 
CIA could automatically disowned if anything every went wrong. 



The book — like Gen. Walker's imbrolgio in Germany — would endear 
JY to the extreme right wing, anti-communist organizations. The book may 
have been the cover needed to get JY now into the extreme right wing 
organizations so the Cl" could use him as a pipeline there as it used 
him as a pipeline into the Castro organization in Mexico in 1957. 

Here, JY could launch operations — well heeled by private 
sources of wealth — that would fulfill policy objectives, hut yet, 
if such operations should fail, the CIA can say'that it was not 
involved — that it wqs strictly a privately promoted scheme. This might 
explain the CIA's role vis-a-vis assassinations: JEK/, 

MLK, and RFK. ...... 

Talking- about the casino charges7Tj®T~t'he rap sheet of JY. 
Mostof the offenses for assault and battery were filed in Las Vegas 
and Reno. I wrote a reporter who' used to work in Las Vegas, and he said 
he tho ght he recalled a high grade bouncer and courier by that name 
that worked for one of the big casinos there. 

Also, the Miami Heralh. quotes Youngblood in 1959, while JY 
was in the Miami police station awaiting to be booked for the kidnap 
attempt, that he had a wife and baby in Reno. Herb Lau, Miami Hews 

columnist, who was probably the only newspaper reporter to ever be close 
to JY, said JY talked 'sever al times about a cattle ranch in Nevada and 1 
that JY — in the non-western Mb environment of Miami — wore cowboy 
boots and hats on several occasions. 

As far as Bob40ft Livingston's law partner, 1 talked to him 
about JY long before I ever metr Renfro n ays, or discussed him with 
_ Renfro. I recently revisited him, as Bob Livingston can confirm^pB^ 

U/ WB he told me is that Renfro put words in his mouth about JY being 

in Memphis at time of King's slaying. I am convinced that Walter is 
y tr 3 d.ng.t 0 use Renfro as scapegoat.- This is because Renfro was not 
around, and as I say, I had not formally met Renfro,. when 1 first 
approached Water in 1969 and asked him bout JY. He told me voluntarily' 
abovt JY calling him aftpr the King slaying, ■ and saying he had been 
, picked up. ft was waiter ^revelation which sent me to Jowers. Jowers 

not only confirmed it was£jY, but informed me that investigators for 
the Public Defender's ofiice had reached him first (Hugh Stanton Jr., not 
Hugh ^tanton Sr., I believe talked to Jowers because I later talked to 
^tanton and while he would not confirm or deny being the man to show 
lowers a picture of Youngblood, he told me "to watch your step when you 
go around asking abo(/t him( JY ) ...".. .1 think Renfro just happened to 
pick up some information about JY either second hand'from Walter or 
from Hugh Stanton, v and then began to inject himself into the mystery. 
'Walter did confirm, however , that' Renfro had met JY back in 1963- SS-iO? 

r> ."TT. . ■ P ~ ~ _ v « J U „ • j j. * 3 ttt _ -1 1 ■, 



^SiBC 1 ' Renfro has a bad memory. He identified JY as a blond-4iaired 
"Kirk Douglas looking" man with a big husky frame. Walter said he is 

=2 a ^lond at 1 , , but dark haired, dark complexion, with high cheekbones 
and is part ^herbkee M * ° r 1*JM 
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Walter also confirmed that JY wrote him letters from a 
well known hotel in Mexico City dufing the pre-Cuban revolution 
days, about 1957, and 195$* Walter said: 

" rl e was always urging me to come down to Mexico and that 
he could show me ways of making : a lot of money. . .he told me he, 
needed a good lawyer and. a man he could trust.,..." 

On my last visit, he restated his admiration and friendship 
for JY, but then made a statement .that was contrary to one toe made 
vrtien I first talked to him. 1J e told me JY would not get involved in 
an assassination attempt when I talked to him- in 1969, because number 
one, he was not a racist, and number two, he would, not do it for 
money because he was smarter enough to make money in much safer and more 
secure activity. 



■ But the last time I talked to him, he expressed fear that JY 
would probably be capable of doing such a thing, and he gave 

me a ve y ominous warning. .. "JY would tear off your head without 
the slightest hestiga ( tion if he thought you we: e trying to connect him 
with this (assassination of King)'.' .if JY was daring enough to participate 
in the assassinations of a president and civil rights leader, he would 
- not "think twice about knocking off an unknown iaa^se^or an obscure 
1 lawyer like myself...'! 

It wasN^jl^w’first hinted JY could have been connected with 
JFK's death.. as far as 1 was concerned, I was concentrating only on 
the King assassination in 1969, when water told me that JY7*a second 
companion visited him in Memphis in November, 1963 — abo t four days 
before JFK’s assassination in Dallas, ^e went out of his way to tell 
me this, as if he were sug.r esting ’th t I should think there was a 
connection. A strange guy, this Salter Ruf or d. He is not known for 
being a braggard. He is quiet, moody, and a very successful, attorney 
for his age. 

ItNSS&fefter my talk to him in 1969 that I started probing 
for theconnection with the Kennedy assassination. Stanton, a right 
wing conservative^ who is very popular with FBI agents, hinted to 
me in a bar one night — he was drinking /*■■& in the presence of an 
old acquitenance I knew T&m in San Antonio, and who later moved to 
Memphis, graduated from law school, and became an equity court judge — 
there was a connection between JY and the ^ennedy assassination, and 
that the FBI had nictures of him. 

7 

Now does this make sense, '‘enenber Ray .telling Bud that r ercy 
foreman showed -him some pictures of anti-communist qjibans? Jy passes 
himself, off as a Cuban and other latin american type's before. Foreman 
according to Bud, said the FBI haa been "trying to arrest this man for*, 

1 1. Ray said he did not know nor recognize the pictures foreman 
showed him. Now, isn't this consistent with thepstatement. made to 
Livingston--namely , he doesn't (enow Youngblood.* Because' Ray is not 
a paragon of veracity, would it be illogical to assume that -he tfSiQkt s****~- 
have told the truth to either foreman or to Livingston? ' 

' Now, you mentioned two itmes in your letter that were not too 

clear. .. .."Rorke's cfashed plane..." and " n emming & Co.", or the meeting 
in Guatemala. Please tell me more. 

I r ffimember something Wise wrote about, in "Invisible u ov r rhmenti‘. "' 
That' as part of the CIA scheme to destroy Castro's jet fighters, 
a group of B-26s took off from Guatemala to destroy the planes, and : 
then land in Miami and °outh America to make it appear that the B-26s 
were part ' of Castro's Air force, and that they had bombed the jet 
fields while defecting to the U.S.... • • N 

». iij* - Seigenthal3a-~ 1 

ON OTHER MATTERS: Have you seen John I am not sure 

of th t spelling) 's book “oh JdSElLLWaBfi^ (sum^i-ea-, Like you, he does not 
■ pull anv punches with Canale, oV Judge Rattle. Re tears them apart. while 
IB a o^ n §u^ S filn& £ ^d ^'Sr^ on ^e, same ethical questions you raised 



the. same 



money. (more) 



1 compromising justice for the pursuit of 
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Although you have many of supporters in the form of readers 

bv U onp Um if?' ? a ?° ng the so-called professional writers have grown* 
by one. Let- s hope it is contagious... 6 

• ' • •• v •• •: 

Vpiece^ 

r i J r ? ad r^ d en j°y ed Bud's pftMT " on the treasury agent who was 

‘' 1Ve iuS V confratulations 

an assassination nlnt. ac m • ^ nicago. men 



r o.xi oooaooixicu/iun , piot on i\iov. £ m u hioap-o Thp 

v n ur S Osw^d a Tn°iv pl 0 t i as demented by the Miami tapes reportfd'in 

Lmme rf oA ot V ^° k and ^ peregrinations in Miami last 

summer; on hov. 9. 'or some reason nothing was planned (or perhaps we 
do not know shout, it or, 'itmr ic -r -»t 00 . \ l, ' e 



Do you attach any signficance to the fact that JFK's assassination 
Vietnam? three WSekS after the assassinati °u of the Diem brothers in 



‘Your friend, 






